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to the aims and objects of this Federation,   Article 2  of our constitution sets forth
the objects of the S. I. LI F., as follows : —
(a) to obtain Swaraj for India as a component part of the British Empire at as
early a date as possible by all peaceful, legitimate and constitutional means ; (b) to
promote good-will and unity among the different Non-Brahmin classes and commu-
nities of Southern India through safeguarding their interests by means of adequate
and communal representation as well by social amelioration and recognisation with
a view to the ultimate fusion of all castes ; (c) to promote the educational, social,
economic, industrial, agricultural and political progress of all Non-Brahmin commu-
nities of Southern India ; (d) to effectively organise public opinion and express it on
all questions which are deemed by general consent to be of importance and to act
as the authoritative and representative mouthpiece of the Non-Brahmins of Southern
India, and (e) generally to do such acts or things as shall be deemed expedient in
furtherance of the above objects.
Article 4 of the constitution runs as follows : —
"Every Non-Brahmin who is over 21 years of age and who accepts the creed of
S. I. L. F, shall be eligible for membership of the urban or rural association."
S. I. L. F. not anti-brahmin
The constitution therefore excludes only one community from membership, i. e,,
the Brahmin community. I need hardly state that the S. L L. F. was not started as
an anti-Brahmin movement, but its main aim was, as stated above, the improvement
of Non-Brahmin communities and the securing of equal opportunites to all commu-
nities in the governance of the country and the administration of all activities thereof
paid or honorary. In 1916 when the Home Rule movement was started, it was felt
by a considerable number of influential and representative Non-Brahmins that the
devolution of power from the beauracracy to a responsible legislature should not result
in the situation of one oligarchy by another oligarchy, but should be accompanied
by suffcient safeguards to secure to all communities fair chances to participate on
equal terms.
communal electorates
In regard to the constitution of the Legislative Councils our representatives passed
in 1919* when the Montford Scheme was under consideration, for Non-Brahmins
being given the right to elect their representatives through communal electorates,
It was apprehended that if such separate electorates were not given, Non-Brahmin
candidates would be seriously prejudiced by reason of the influence, official and
non-official, which the Brahmins then possessed to influence the electorates. Sir
K. V. Reddi Naidu who appeared as the representative of the S. I. L. F. before the
Joint Parliamentary Committee stated as follows : —
"To put it in a single sentence, I say any reform with communal representation
and communal electorates we are prepared to accept. And we are not prepared to
accept any reforms without communal representation. That is our attitude."
Mr. A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, who appeared before the same committee as the
representative of the Madras Dravidian Association, put the matter thus : —
serykes and honorary positions of services, the position in 1916 when
was that the Brahmins, by reason of their having taken
mem largely than other communities held almost all saq$i:
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aWe ask for communal representation, only as a temporary   expedient   It is
said that the reforms themselves are only for a transitional period.   We do  not ask
for communal   electorates for all eternity.   We only ask it for a transitional period,
so that, for instance, when the next parliamentary committee meets and goes over
the wjiole question, it will be quite within its powers to say *that commu nal represen-
tation is no longer necessary ; that doubts were expressed and fears  entertained by '
Ho'n-'Brahmins at one time but these fears are unjustified in the light of experience and
we .do not think that communal representation is necessary.     Our own people may
d and say that within the decade that has passed we have got some
our hands and we are able to better organise   ourselves, we are able to
representatives and the fear of the Brahmin influence is not so bad as
would rather throw our lot in with the rest of India and have general,

